Introduction

Results
Subject Participant characteristics
The mean age of the cohort was 62 years (range 45--84), 47% were male, 12% were Chinese-American, 28% were African-American, and 22% were Hispanic. In this study, 1769 participants (26%) were defined as having MetS and 856 (13%) met the definition for diabetes diabetes, out of the total sample of 6778 subjectparticipants. There were significant differences in all coronary risk factors between those without disease, those with MetS, and those with diabetes (Table 1 ). For components of the MetS, large waist circumference, low HDL and high triglycerides were more prevalent in those with the MetS (85%, 73% and 65% %, respectively) compared to with people with diabetes (69%, 51% and 43% %, respectively).
Relationships of MetS and diabetes to TAC prevalence and severity
The prevalence of TAC in people with MetS was 33%, compared with 38% in those with diabetes (with and without the MetS) and 24% of those with neither condition (P < 0.001, 
Relationship of TAC prevalence to number of MetS components
There was a graded, linear association between the prevalence of TAC and the number of metabolic risk factors. (Figure 2 ). TAC prevalence ranged from 12% in those without any metabolic risk factors to 25%, 30%, 29%, 38%, % and 46% in those with one, two, three, four, and five metabolic risk factors, respectively (P < 0.001 for trend). For severity of TAC, the prevalence of TAC was greatest in the top quartile, and also exhibited a linear association (P = 0.003 for trend). 
Regression analyses of MetS
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